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Council  House, 
Halesowen. 

September,  1964. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1963 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Halesowen, 

Mr.  Mayor,  I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1963. 

I wish  to  draw  your  notice  to  the  following  points  in  this  report. 


1.  Infectious  Diseases 

This  year  we  expected  the  usual  rise  in  Measles  and  a figure  of 
794  cases  compares  with  10  in  1962.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  break- 
down of  age  groups  in  the  infectious  diseases  section,  this  remains 
mainly  a disease  of  children  under  10  years  of  age.  This  figure  was 
the  highest  for  over  20  years  in  this  Borough.  Although  Measles  may 
be  a severe  disease  in  infants,  with  modern  chemotherapy  the  mortality 
is  considerably  reduced. 

No  deaths  from  Measles  occurred  in  this  Borough  during  the 

year. 

Whooping  Cough  figures  were  up  this  year,  there  being  30 
notified  cases  compared  with  nil  in  1962. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  also  up  on  last  year’s  figure  of  25, 
there  being  50  cases  in  1963. 

Dysentery  cases  were  15  compared  with  56  in  1962. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis 
occurred  within  the  Borough  in  1963. 

New  notified  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  remained  at  7, 
the  same  figure  as  last  year.  Although  much  has  been  done  to  reduce 
the  incidence  of  this  disease  to  a comparatively  small  figure  compared 
with  a decade  ago,  total  eradication  will  be  extremely  difficult  because 
of  new  importations  into  this  country,  and  the  growing  resistance  of 
this  organism  to  modern  chemotherapeutic  agents,  and  the  difficulty 
of  getting  chronic  carriers  to  remain  sputum  negative,  which  they 
can  only  hope  to  achieve  by  prolonged  therapy  with  drugs.  Constant 
supervision  by  County  Health  After-care  personnel  is  essential  both 
for  checking  up  on  known  cases,  and  ensuring  that  contacts  remain 
free  of  disease. 
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I would  again  remind  you  of  the  importance  of  Prophylactic  Oral 
Poliomyelitis  vaccine,  and  would  encourage  all  those  who  have  not 
received  their  oral  polio  drops  to  see  their  family  doctors  about  it. 

2.  Respiratory  Disorders  and  Air  Pollution 

By  the  end  of  1963,  19  smoke  control  orders  were  in  operation 
in  this  Borough,  an  increase  of  8 over  the  previous  12  month  period. 

People  are  at  last  becoming  more  aware  of  the  benefit  of  clean 
air.  The  slow  but  progressive  measures  taken  to  ensure  the  least 
possible  contamination  of  the  atmosphere  with  grit,  dust  and  smoke, 
from  domestic  and  factory  chimneys  alike,  will  make  life  pleasanter 
and  healthier  for  all. 

I would  only  add  that  so  far  as  chest  disorders  are  concerned, 
measures  designed  to  rid  the  air  of  irritant  particles  and  noxious 
fumes  are  offset  by  high  concentrations  of  smoke  and  irritant  gases 
reaching  the  lungs  through  the  habit  of  cigarette  smoking.  The 
association  of  cancer  and  heavy  cigarette  smoking  is  once  again  con- 
firmed by  the  recently  published  and  very  comprehensive  American 
report  on  Smoking  and  Health.  Health  Education  on  this  subject  was 
made  available  to  the  schools  in  the  Borough  with  film  demonstrations 
and  discussions,  and  I took  the  opportunity  of  giving  a talk  to  Hales- 
owen teachers  on  this  subject. 

3.  Swimming 

The  attendance  figures  show  that  the  Public  Baths  have  been 
well  patronized  by  young  and  old  alike. 

Over  a 1,000  deaths  occur  in  England  and  Wales  annually  from 
drowning  accidents,  and  many  of  these  could  have  been  prevented 
had  the  parents  taken  the  precaution  of  seeing  that  their  children  had 
first  learnt  to  swim  before  allowing  them  to  play  near  banks  of 
canals,  rivers,  ponds,  etc. 

I would  strongly  advise  parents  to  see  that  they,  and  their 
children,  join  the  swimming  club,  where  instruction  may  be  given 
not  only  in  the  art  of  swimming,  but  in  life-saving  and  artificial 
respiration,  etc. 

4.  Vital  Statistics 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  21.9  for  Halesowen  is  slightly  higher 
than  the  comparative  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  21.1,  which  is  the 
lowest  that  it  has  ever  reached  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  increase  in  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  over  last  year  is 
accounted  for  by  an  increase  in  2 stillbirths  and  an  increase  of  1 death 
in  a child  under  1 week  of  age  compared  with  last  year’s  figures. 
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A slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  total  live  births  has  occurred, 
730  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  of  754.  Deaths  were  499  as 
compared  with  496  last  year. 

Births  exceeded  deaths  by  231  compared  with  258  last  year. 

Deaths  from  bronchitis  increased  from  34  to  40,  and  lung  cancer 
deaths  increased  from  16  to  21  over  last  year. 

Fatal  motor  vehicle  accidents  within  the  Borough  numbered  9, 
whereas  last  year  we  were  free  of  fatalities  from  this  cause. 

It  must  also  be  noted  that  under  “ All  Other  Accidents,”  the 
number  of  fatalities  has  increased  from  7 in  1962  to  18  in  1963,  13 
of  these  fatalities  occurring  in  elderly  people.  Most  of  these  occurred 
in  the  home,  as  a result  of  falls,  burns,  etc. 

I can  only  emphasize  again  the  importance  of  seeing  that  every 
safety  measure  is  taken  in  the  home  with  regard  to  the  elderly  and 
the  very  young.  If  stairs  and  corridors  were  free  of  obstructions  and 
objects  likely  to  cause  a fall,  passages  were  well  lit,  floors  not  slippery, 
and  precautions  taken  with  regard  to  fireguards  and  cooking  equip- 
ment, deaths  from  falls  and  burns  would  not  account  for  such  a high 
toll  of  life.  When  it  is  realised  that  deaths  due  to  accidents  in  the 
home  amount  to  more  than  fatalities  due  to  road  accidents,  and  this 
is  reflective  of  the  country  at  large,  not  just  this  Borough,  you  will 
realise  that  the  home  can  be  a more  dangerous  place  than  the  high- 
way ! 

5.  “ Action  taken  with  regard  to  illness  reported  in  a Multi-storey 

Block  of  Flats  ” 

Towards  the  middle  of  August,  I was  informed  that  there  were 
several  people  in  a large  block  of  flats  who  had  recently  had  attacks 
of  diarrhoea. 

I went  with  a Health  Inspector,  and  we  visited  70  flats  and  inter- 
viewed 169  people  in  all. 

There  had  been  illness  in  8 families,  and  13  people  in  all  had 
complained  of  diarrhoea,  10  children  and  3 adults,  during  the  period 
16th  to  19th  August. 

Initial  samples  were  taken  from  all  members  of  every  family  in 
which  a case  of  diarrhoea  had  occurred.  These  34  samples  were  sent 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  Service  at  Worcester  for  examina- 
tion. 

In  two  cases,  both  children,  a sonne  dysentery  organism  was 
found,  and  these  two  were  subsequently  treated  by  their  own  doctor. 
In  one,  the  symptoms  were  so  slight  as  not  to  have  worried  the  child 
or  its  mother  at  all. 

All  flat  occupants  were  told  of  the  necessity  of  strict  personal 
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hygiene,  and  those  that  required  it  were  given  a supply  of  disinfectant 
to  be  used  on  toilet  receptacles,  utensils,  and  for  hand  washing,  etc. 

By  improving  the  standard  of  personal  hygiene,  and  instructing 
the  parents  in  the  dangers  of  allowing  children  of  toddler  age  to  use 
and  suck  toys  belonging  to  other  children  in  the  corridors  and  open 
passageways,  the  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  in  these  flats  was  soon  under 
control,  and  by  27th  August,  1963,  no  further  symptoms  occurred, 
nor  were  there  any  new  cases  reporting  ill. 

The  child  of  2 years  remained  an  excretor  of  this  organism  for 
several  weeks,  despite  treatment,  but  solely  due  to  better  standards 
of  hygiene  no  further  cases  occurred. 

It  appears  that  this  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  illustrates  the  fact 
that  as  soon  as  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  lowered  the  chance  of  spread 
of  intestinal  infections  is  increased,  and  that  as  soon  as  one  improves 
the  standard  of  hygiene  these  infections  can  be  controlled  and  elimi- 
nated. The  risk  is  especially  high  amongst  toddlers  and  in  communi- 
ties living  in  close  proximity,  such  as  multi-storey  flats. 

Active  co-operation  from  the  tenants  is  essential  if  a raising  of 
the  standard  of  hygiene  is  to  be  effected,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that 
in  this  outbreak,  after  being  told  what  to  do,  and  the  reasons  why, 
we  did  obtain  their  full  co-operation. 

By  this  means,  outbreaks  of  diarrhoea  can  often  be  controlled 
without  imposing  severe  restrictions  on  the  community. 

Repeated  laboratory  examinations  failed  to  show  the  presence 
of  any  causative  organism  in  any  family  contact,  or  in  any  of  the 
other  11  cases  who  had  originally  complained  of  illness. 

6.  46  Action  taken  under  section  47  National  Assistance  Act  ” 

I wish  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  under  section  47  of  the  1948 
National  Assistance  Act  1951  amendment,  I applied  to  the  Magis- 
trates’ Court  for  an  Urgency  Order  to  be  placed  on  a lady  in  Hales- 
owen. When  I visited  her,  she  was  spending  most  of  the  day  alone, 
without  being  able  to  obtain  for  herself,  or  receive  from  others, 
adequate  care  and  attention.  She  was  confined  to  bed  in  a very  dirty 
condition  and  was  infested  with  lice,  and  refused  to  leave  her  house. 
The  Order  was  granted  and  she  was  admitted  to  hospital.  After  the 
statutory  time  of  3 weeks  she  voluntarily  wished  to  continue  her  stay 
in  hospital,  there  being  a marked  improvement  both  in  her  mental 
and  physical  condition.  After  prolonged  treatment  she  returned  home 
and  is  continuing  to  maintain  her  improvement  with  the  aid  of 
therapy  and  the  services  of  the  County  Health  and  Welfare  depart- 
ments, which  she  will  continue  to  need  in  the  future. 

It  is  fortunate  that  most  cases  of  this  nature  can  usually  be  dealt 
with  on  a voluntary  basis  and  there  are  few  in  number,  but  occasion- 
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ally  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  forced  to  take  compulsory  action 
under  this  Order.  I am  happy  to  report  that  in  this  case  the  outcome 
has  justified  the  action  taken,  as  this  lady  was  in  urgent  need  of 
medical  treatment  for  a chronic  and  serious  complaint. 

7.  “ An  analysis  of  the  medical  reasons  submitted  by  family  doctors 

in  support  of  requests  for  Council  accommodation  ” 

Medical  Certificates  accompanying  applications  are  submitted  to 
me  for  my  comments  from  the  Housing  Department,  and  during  the 
year  these  amounted  to  61  individual  and  49  family  applications  on 
medical  grounds. 

With  regard  to  the  61  individual  applications,  32  were  from 
people  occupying  council  property  requesting  rehousing,  and  29  from 
privately  owned  property.  Of  those  in  council  property,  22  were 
from  women,  10  from  men.  In  18  cases  the  request  was  on  grounds 
of  inability  to  climb  stairs  as  a result  of  conditions  affecting  the 
heart,  lungs  and  joints,  in  that  order  of  frequency.  Less  common 
reasons  were  recent  fractures,  artificial  limbs,  pregnancy,  senility,  and 
operations,  etc.  The  majority  of  applicants  were  elderly  and  all 
applied  for  ground-floor  accommodation. 

7 cases  wished  to  be  rehoused  nearer  relatives  on  whom  they 
depended  to  a great  extent  for  help  in  the  home,  and  1 case  wanted 
rehousing  in  order  to  be  nearer  his  site  of  work,  his  ability  to  walk 
being  limited  due  to  arthritis. 

4 individuals  needed  new  accommodation  because  of  “ Nerves.” 

Looking  more  closely  into  this  cause,  there  was  often  revealed  a 
severe  incompatibility  between  the  applicant  and  others  sharing  the 
house,  arising  as  a result  of  intolerance  to  noise  from  radios,  children, 
etc.;  or  more  commonly  from  the  effects  of  over-occupancy  of  the 
house,  i.e.,  the  unit  of  accommodation  was  over-occupied  in  relation 
to  the  amenities  provided,  an  example  of  which  would  be  where  one 
kitchen  would  be  quite  adequate  for  one  family  of  8 people,  but 
totally  inadequate  if  it  had  to  be  shared  by  3 families  whose  total 
number  amounted  to  8. 

Over-occupancy,  which  can  give  rise  to  severe  friction  between 
those  sharing  the  inadequate  amenities,  may  be  a potent  cause  of 
anxiety  neurosis  or  anti-social  behaviour,  and  may  occur  without 
any  evidence  of  overcrowding. 

2 cases  applied  for  rehousing  because  it  was  necessary  for  the 
applicant  to  sleep  in  a bedroom  on  their  own,  there  being  a history 
of  Asthma,  Tuberculosis,  or  other  chest  illness. 

Applications  for  families,  i.e.,  couples  with  children  or  elderly 
couples  alone,  amounted  to  15  in  number,  7 for  reasons  of  over- 
crowding, 3 from  elderly  couples  who  could  not  climb  stairs,  and  5 
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families  all  with  children,  who  mainly  for  reasons  of  over-occupancy 
needed  rehousing  on  their  own. 

With  regard  to  applications  from  occupants  of  privately  owned 
property,  there  were  29  individual  applications  from  6 men  and  23 
women.  Of  these  individual  applications,  21  could  not  climb  stairs, 
for  many  varied  reasons,  6 gave  reasons  of  sub-standard  housing,  and 
2 from  “ Nerves.” 

Of  34  family  applicants  requesting  council  property,  5 caravan 
dwellers  were  badly  overcrowded  in  what  amounted  to  bad  sub- 
standard housing,  all  five  families  had  young  children,  some  of  whom 
had  repeated  upper  respiratory  infection  due  in  part  to  the  inadequate 
heating  and  damp  conditions.  There  was  a definite  fire  risk  in  one 
caravan. 

5 other  families  were  stated  to  be  overcrowded,  2 of  these  families 
living  in  bad  sub-standard  houses. 

12  elderly  couples  submitted  applications  because  one  or  both 
partners  could  not  climb  stairs,  and  4 of  these  elderly  couples  were 
in  under-occupied  houses,  their  children  having  grown  up  and  left 
them.  A further  12  younger  couples  with  children  requested  housing 
mainly  due  to  the  effects  of  over-occupancy  and  because  of  the  in- 
creasing size  of  the  family.  In  some  of  these  cases  the  husband  and 
wife  were  living  apart  due  to  overcrowding  or  incompatibility  between 
the  in-laws  and  either  husband  or  wife. 

Combining  all  categories  together,  individuals  and  families,  the 
reasons  for  rehousing  of  those  in  council  property  were:  — 

21  cases  could  not  climb  stairs. 

9 from  effects  of  over-occupancy. 

7 from  effects  of  overcrowding. 

7 to  be  nearer  dependants. 

2 for  lack  of  extra  bedroom. 

1 to  be  nearer  site  of  work. 

Of  those  in  private  property:  — 

33  could  not  climb  stairs. 

13  effects  of  over-occupancy. 

6 for  sub-standard  housing  alone. 

5 because  of  overcrowding  and  poor  living  con- 
ditions in  caravans. 

4 cases  from  overcrowding  alone. 

2 cases  from  a combination  of  overcrowding  and 

sub-standard  housing. 
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SUMMARY 


It  would  appear  that  illness  which  prevented  occupants  from 
climbing  stairs  due  to  varied  medical  causes,  was  the  commonest 
single  reason  given  for  requesting  rehousing. 

The  second  most  common  cause  was  nervous  strain,  often  des- 
cribed as  “ Nerves,”  usually  resulting  from  over-occupancy  of  the 
house,  and  third  in  order  of  frequency  was  sub-standard  housing  or 
overcrowding. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  110  applicants,  only  56, 
or  50%  of  cases,  were  solely  due  to  the  medical  condition  of  the 
applicant  which  necessitated  some  change  in  the  housing  environ- 
ment. 

In  30%  of  cases,  i.e.,  33  applications,  the  main  cause  for  rehous- 
ing was  based  on  social  factors  arising  as  a result  of  over-occupancy, 
and  in  only  12%  of  cases  was  the  structural  defect  of  the  house  the 
main  reason  for  rehousing,  the  remaining  cases,  less  than  10%,  being 
due  to  overcrowding,  with  or  without  other  factors  such  as  structural 
defects,  etc. 

No  attempt  is  made  here  to  assess  the  priority  given  to  cases  on 
medical  grounds,  but  rather  to  present  the  relative  frequency  of 
reasons  submitted  by  the  family  doctor  in  support  of  applications  to 
the  Housing  Department. 

Where  the  basic  fault  is  one  of  over-occupancy,  and  in  this  small 
survey  approximately  30%  of  cases  arise  from  this  cause,  it  is  worth 
considering  if  structural  alterations  in  the  house  which  would  result 
in  increased  amenities  per  unit  of  accommodation,  could  not  help 
solve  the  problem  for  some  applicants  in  this  group. 

Applications  for  improvement  grants  should  be  given  sympathetic 
consideration  in  cases  where  help  is  needed  to  meet  the  cost  of 
essential  alterations. 

9.  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  for  all  the  help  and  encourage- 
ment I have  received  from  the  Chairman,  Alderman  C.  Willetts,  C.C , 
and  all  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I would  also  wish  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  J.  B.  McCooke, 
and  his  staff,  and  all  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staff,  for  their 
co-operation  at  all  times. 

I would  like  to  thank  Miss  P.  J.  Marsh,  who  was  my  clerk,  for 
all  the  help  she  gave  in  this  department  in  1963,  and  welcome  Mrs. 
P.  Peters,  who  joined  the  staff  after  Miss  Marsh  left  on  31st  October, 
1963. 

I would  especially  add  a warm  welcome  to  Dr.  John  Twomey, 
who  was  appointed  Deputy  Medical  Officer  to  this  Borough  in  1963, 
and  wish  to  thank  him  for  his  help  at  all  times. 
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I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  Dr.  R.  J.  Henderson,  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Worcester,  who  has  willingly  given  this  department  a lot  of 
help  and  advice  over  the  last  year. 

Lastly,  I would  like  to  record  the  willing  co-operation  and  help  I 
have  received  from  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  A.  Archer, 
the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  Chief  Clerk,  and  all 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1963. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  W.  J.  HINGSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1964. 
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SECTION  A 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Area  of  the  district  5,247  acres 

Population  census,  1951  39,884 

Population  (R.G.’s  est , June,  1963)  45,160 

Rateable  Value  (April,  1964)  £1,888,836 

Sum  represented  by  the  penny  rate  £7,750 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  at  the  end  of  1963  15,238 

Number  of  persons  per  dwelling  3 


The  Borough  of  Halesowen  is  easily  accessible  for  industrial 
purposes  to  the  Black  Country,  but  fortunately  it  forms  part  of  the 
northern  area  of  the  beautiful  County  of  Worcestershire.  It  is  partly 
industrial,  partly  residential  and  partly  agricultural.  The  prevailing 
wind  comes  from  the  rural  belt  surrounding  the  Borough. 

The  larger  industrial  plants  in  the  Borough  comprise  the  manu- 
facturing of  tube  and  tube  fittings,  the  manufacture  and  machining 
of  heavy  forgings  for  the  marine,  electrical  and  mining  industries,  the 
production  of  die  blocks  for  the  drop  forging  industry,  drop  forging, 
the  polishing  of  stainless  steel,  and  the  manufacture  of  brick  and 
fireclay  goods.  The  lighter  industries  include  the  making  of  buttons, 
spades,  shovels,  forks,  electric  motors,  and  the  manufacture  of  clothes. 


Deaths  in  Halesowen 

Male  Female  T otal 

250  249  499 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ....  11.0 


Area  comparability  factor  1.22 

Adjusted  death  rate  13.4 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  12.2 


The  adjusted  death  rate  is  obtainable  by  multiplying  the  crude 
death  rate  by  the  area  comparability  factor. 

The  following  vital  statistics  relate  to  mothers  and  infants  for  1963: — 


Live  Births: 

Number  730 

Rate  per  1,000  population  16.1 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent,  of  total  live  births)  3.0 

12 


Stillbirths : 


Number  yj 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 22  7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  747 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  16 


Infant  Mortality  Rates : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  21.9 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  21.1 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  45.4 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  13.6 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  10.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  33.4 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  including  abortion  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  for  Halesowen  Nil 


Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  infant  deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

1 * r*  1 — 1 • 4 a w»PT  a 


live  births  for  England  and  Wales  14.2 

Birth  rate  adjusted  by  comparability  factor  of  0.97  15.6 

Birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales 18.2 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  17.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  29.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  21.1 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total  Legit.  Illegit. 
415  398  17 

11  11  — 

Total  Legit.  Illegit. 
315  310  5 

6 6 — 

Deaths  of  Infants : 
Under  1 year  of  age 
Under  4 weeks  of  age 
Under  1 week  of  age 

9 8 1 

7 7 — 

6 6 — 

7 7 — 

3 3 — 

2 2 — 

1 
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Death  rates  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  England  and  Wales, 

per  million  population  55 

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen,  per  million  population  ....  88 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  per  million,  England  and 

Wales  519 

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen  (21  deaths)  464 

Other  cancer  per  million,  England  and  Wales  1,108 

Corresponding  figure  for  Halesowen  1,152 
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COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  OF  INCI  DENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the 
Borough  of  Halesowen 


1.  (a)  Public  Health  Officers 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  given  on  page  3 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Worcester  County  Laboratory  by 
the  County  Analyst,  Mr.  M.  M.  Love,  F.R.I.C. 

Bacteriological  work  is  done  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  under  the  Medical  Director, 
Dr.  R.  J.  Henderson,  M.D , Ch.B. 

2.  Ambulance  Service 

The  ambulance  service  is  controlled  by  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  and  during  the  year  six  ambulances  and  fourteen 
whole-time  drivers  were  employed.  The  ambulances  are  radio  con- 
trolled and  a twenty-four  hour  service  is  operated  from  the  station. 

The  hospitals  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  in  addition 
to  those  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  and  the  County  Borough  of 
Wolverhampton,  are  the  Corbett  Hospital  and  Wordsley  Hospital  at 
Stourbridge,  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  and  Bromsgrove  General 
Hospital. 

Maternity  cases  are  taken  to  Mary  Stevens  Hospital,  Stour- 
bridge, the  Lucy  Baldwin  Hospital,  Stourport,  and  the  Loveday  Street 
Maternity  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are  carried  by  special 
ambulances  stationed  at  Hayley  Green  Hospital. 

3.  County  Council  and  Voluntary  Agency  Services 

The  Worcestershire  County  Council  are  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Authority  for  the  area.  In  conjunction  with  the 
W.V.S.  there  is  now  a “ Home  Help  ” service,  and  as  from  the  18th 
November,  1963,  the  W.V.S.  also  have  a “ Meals  on  Wheels  ” service 
in  Halesowen. 

4.  Tuberculosis 

Sanatorium  treatment  and  the  provision  of  dispensary  treatment 
are  the  responsibility  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

18 


5.  Infectious  Diseases 


Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  Hayley  Green  Hospital. 
This  Hospital  is  under  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
administered  by  Group  17,  Dudley,  Stourbridge  and  District  Hos- 
pital Group,  Birmingham  Region. 

6.  School  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Sessions 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  the  district  has 
three  centres : Hill  and  Cakemore,  Halesowen  and  Cradley. 

7.  Welfare  Foods 

Distribution  of  welfare  food  is  carried  out  from  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  three  shops  in 
the  Borough. 


SECTION  C 

Water 

The  water  supplied  to  the  Borough  is  from  three  sources.  The 
Churchill  and  Hagley  Pumping  Stations  both  supply  water  from 
boreholes,  and  the  Hayley  Green  Works  obtains  water  from  the 
Birmingham  Corporation’s  Elan  Valley  Aqueduct.  In  the  Cradley 
area,  water  is  normally  supplied  from  the  Springsmere  Reservoir, 
to  which  water  is  pumped  from  Ashwood  and  Hinksford. 

The  water  was  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantities 
and  was  not  subject  to  plumbo  solvency. 
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The  average  chemical  results  for  1963 

were  as  follows : ■ 

Waxland  Road 

Fire  Station 

Number  of  Samples 

13 

52 

Parts  per 

million 

Alkalinity  (CaC03)  

98 

98 

Chlorides  (Cl)  

18.9 

18.9 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N)  

Trace 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N)  

.009 

.005 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N)  

6.3 

6.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at  27  °C.)  

.23 

.21 

Temporary  hardness  

93 

93 

Permanent  hardness  

65 

66 

Total  hardness  

...  158 

159 

Iron  (Fe)  

.03 

.04 

Manganese  (Mn)  

...  Nil 

Nil 

Free  Cl  

02 

Nil 

Only  traces  of  fluoride  were  present  in  the  water  supplied  to  Hales- 

owen. 

Details  are  set  out  below  of  the  method  of  water  supply  to  dwellings 

in  the  Borough:  — 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  direct  from  public  water 

mains  15,205 

Number  of  persons  

45,060 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  party  taps  

33 

Number  of  persons  

100 

The  following  main  extensions  were  carried  out  during  1963 : — 

Site 

Halesowen 

Size  of  Main 

Length  laid 

Central  redevelopment  

4" 

87  yds. 

Stourbridge  Road  (Slims  Gate) 

3" 

45  yds. 

Highfields  (Central  redevelopment)  4" 

230  yds. 

Uffmoor  House,  Hagley  Road  .. 

4" 

297  yds. 

Huntlands  Site,  Uffmoor  Lane  .. 

4" 

507  yds. 
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Cradley 


Colley  Gate  (Housing  site)  ... 
Colley  Gate  (Housing  site)  ... 
Tanhouse  Lane,  Colley  Gate 


3" 

4" 

4" 


70  yds. 
166  yds. 
289  yds. 


Total  1,691  yds. 


Only  a few  isolated  dwellings  are  not  supplied  with  mains  water. 
These  depend  on  private  wells  for  their  supply. 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  indebted  to  R.  H.  Taylor,  Esq., 
B.Sc.,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Water- 
works Company,  for  this  information. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage 

Sewage  from  the  Borough,  together  with  storm  water,  is  drained 
into  the  branch  sewers  of  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Sewerage  Board. 
The  branch  sewers  discharge  into  the  main  high  level  outfall  sewer 
and  treatment  of  the  flow  is  carried  out  at  the  Whittington  irrigation 
farms,  and  the  disposal  works  at  Quarry  Bank.  At  the  farm  treatment 
consists  of  passing  sewage  through  a detritus  tank  and  to  various 
treatment  centres  for  irrigation  on  the  land.  After  removal  of  detritus, 
the  sewage  passes  through  primary  settlement  tanks,  and  finally  humus 
tanks,  before  discharge  into  the  River  Stour  on  the  Halesowen-Rowley 
Regis  boundary. 

Details  of  the  programme  of  works  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  to  be  carried  out  in  the  immediate  future  are  as  follows : — 

1.  High  Level  Main  Outfall  Sewer  and  Branch  Sewer  No.  12 

The  Board  have  accepted  a tender  for  the  duplication  of  the 
above  sewers,  between  Chester  Road,  Cradley  Heath,  and  New  Road, 
Halesowen,  including  the  provision  of  additional  storm  tank  capacity 
at  Belle  Vale.  The  sewer  sizes  range  from  24"  to  42"  diameter,  and 
the  total  cost  will  be  £305,640. 

Work  is  expected  to  commence  in  March,  1964,  and  will  take 
approximately  2 years  to  complete. 

2.  Cradley  Forge  Stormwater  Tanks 

Work  on  the  construction  of  these  tanks  is  now  well  advanced. 
They  should  be  ready  for  operation  by  May,  1964. 

3.  New  Freehold  Treatment  Works 

Tenders  for  this  project  will  be  invited  during  1964,  Ministry 
sanction  of  outstanding  items  having  recently  been  received. 
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4.  Branch  Sewers  3 and  5 and  Titford  Pumping  Station 


A scheme  for  the  duplication  of  Branch  Sewers  3 and  5,  together 
with  the  reconstruction  of  Titford  Pumping  Station,  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval. 
The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  £370,000. 

5.  Manor  Lane  Sewer — Halesowen 

The  Board  have  accepted  a tender  for  the  duplication  of  their 
existing  sewer  between  the  railway  and  canal  at  Manor  Lane,  Hales- 
owen. This  work  will  be  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Council’s  road  improvement  scheme.  The  total  cost  will  be  approxi- 
mately £10,000. 

6.  Branch  Sewer  No.  9 

The  Board  have  approved  a scheme  for  the  duplication  of  Branch 
Sewer  9 between  Spring  Street  and  Belle  Vale,  Halesowen,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £23,000.  This  scheme  is  designed  to  eliminate  the 
flooding  from  the  existing  foul  sewers  in  the  Spring  Street — Attwood 
Street  area. 

7.  The  Board  have  continued  to  treat  some  6i  million  gallons  of 
sewage  per  day  at  their  existing  Whittington  Sewage  Farms  and 
Freehold  Treatment  Works.  No  significant  changes  have  taken  place 
at  either  of  these  disposal  sites. 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  indebted  to  O.  C.  Rowe,  Esq., 
M.I.C.E , M.I.W.E.,  A. M. Inst.,  Mun.E.,  M.I.P.H.E.,  Engineer  to  the 
Upper  Stour  Valley  Sewerage  Board,  for  this  information. 

SECTION  D 

Housing 

Details  of  the  inspection  of  houses  are  given  later  in  the  report. 
In  1963,  139  dwellings  were  erected,  59  by  the  local  authority,  80 
privately.  The  Council  at  31st  December  owned  4,110  dwellings. 

Four  families  were  rehoused  during  1963  on  the  grounds  of 
tuberculosis,  in  the  interest  of  the  patient  and  in  the  hope  that  the 
extra  accommodation  would  lessen  the  risk  of  infection. 


SECTION  E 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  are  maintained  by  the  County 
Council.  During  the  year,  most  babies  were  being  immunised  with 
triple  antigen  to  confer  immunity  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
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and  tetanus.  The  number  of  children  treated  at  the  clinics  and  by 
General  Practitioners  during  1962  was  as  follows:  — 


Under  five  years  .. 

Primary  Treatment 
Completed 

676 

Boosting 

Doses 

157 

Five  to  15  years  .. 

22 

722 

Measles  Notifications,  1963 

North 

South 

698 

Wards 

East  West 

879 

Central  Total 

January  

...  28 

12 

7 

2 

2 

51 

February  

...  62 

89 

18 

2 

4 

175 

March  

...  25 

48 

56 

3 

39 

171 

April  

....  4 

49 

27 

26 

24 

130 

May  

....  5 

31 

12 

16 

8 

72 

June  

...  9 

53 

9 

4 

16 

91 

July  

....  3 

3 

14 

2 

5 

27 

August  

....  1 

6 

5 

2 

2 

16 

September  

...  1 

3 

1 

4 

— 

9 

October  

...  1 

— 

— 

18 

— 

19 

November  

....  6 

1 

— 

15 

1 

23 

December  

...  4 

— 

3 

2 

1 

10 

149 

295 

152 

96 

102 

794 

Tuberculosis 


Eight  new  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary 

7 1 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

0-  

— 

— — 

— 

1-  

— 

— — 

— 

5-  

— 

— — 

— 

15-  

— 

2 

— 

20-  

— 

— — 

— 

25-  

— 

1 

— 

35-  

— 

1 

— 

45-  

3 

— — 

— 

55-  

1 

— — 

— 

65-  

— 

— ....  — 

— 

4 

3 1 

— 
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Cases  remaining  on  Tuberculosis  register: — 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary 

Males  Females  Males  Females 


1962  108  99  7 10 

1963  67  60  5 10 


As  we  see  by  the  following  tables,  cancer  of  the  lung  is  now  a 
much  more  common  cause  of  death  than  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Year 

New  Notifications 

Deaths 

1950 

37 

14 

1951 

38 

8 

1952 

35 

9 

1953 

31 

4 

1954 

47 

2 

1955 

28 

3 

1956 

21 

1 

1957 

16 

3 

1958 

18 

2 

1959 

21 

— 

1960 

14 

3 

1961 

11 

— 

1962 

7 

3 

1963 

7 

4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung,  Bronchus 

Year 

Males 

Females 

1950 

10 

1 

1951 

13 

1 

1952 

9 

2 

1953 

8 

2 

1954 

10 

1 

1955 

18 

1 

1956 

12 

2 

1957 

9 

1 

1958 

22 

2 

1959 

15 

2 

1960 

27 

— 

1961 

« • • « 

14 

1 

1962 

«... 

14 

2 

1963 

19 

2 
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Notifiable  Diseases,  1963 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  House, 

Halesowen. 

September,  1964. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

The  tempo  of  the  work  of  the  Department  increased  considerably 
during  1963.  Slum  clearance  continued,  more  houses  were  improved, 
more  time  was  spent  on  the  inspection  of  food  and  food  shops,  meat 
inspection  took  longer  as  a result  of  the  new  regulations  and  after 
1st  October  more  food  sampling  was  carried  out.  The  work  of  smoke 
control,  both  technical  and  administrative,  became  considerable,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  inspections,  advisory  visits,  checking 
grant  claims  and  preparing  for  new  areas,  took  up  practically  the 
whole  time  of  one  inspector. 

The  public  are  rightly  demanding  higher  standards  of  amenity — 
they  protest  at  the  emission  of  smoke,  fumes,  grit,  and  dust  from 
factories,  they  protest  about  excessive  noise,  they  complain  about 
foreign  bodies  in  food,  they  expect  domestic  refuse  to  be  collected 
from  their  houses  at  least  once  a week — and  they  are  right  to  do  so. 
Our  worst  slums  have  gone;  the  food  shops  are  cleaner,  industrial 
smoke  is  much  less  and  domestic  pollution  is  going  down  too,  but  we 
have  quite  a long  way  to  go.  Many  hundreds  of  houses  have  no  bath 
or  hot  water  supply,  no  proper  food  store  and  some  still  share  a water 
closet;  many  ironfoundries  emit  fumes,  smoke  and  grit;  too  many 
shop  assistants  touch  food  unnecessarily  before  they  hand  it  to  the 
customer.  Whilst  these  problems  remain  there  is  no  room  for 
complacency. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee, Aid  C.  Willetts,  C.C.,  and  to  all  the  members  for  their  keen 
interest  in  the  Department’s  activities;  to  Dr.  C.  W.  J.  Hingston  for 
his  help  and  advice;  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  J.  B.  McCooke  and  his 
staff,  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  to  all  my  fellow  officers.  My 
own  staff  remained  cheerfully  efficient,  energetic  and  reliable. 

A.  ARCHER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


The  inspection  of  the  worst  houses  still  remaining  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  towards  the  end  a start  was  made  on  a new 
survey  to  re-assess  the  housing  position. 

The  total  problem  (as  at  1955) 

Estimated  number  of  dwellings  unfit  for  human  habitation  677 


Period  in  years  required  for  demolition  of  dwellings  8 

Number  of  dwellings  dealt  with  in  the  period  1955/63  : — 

Included  in  clearance  areas  490 

Dwellings  on  which  demolition  or 

closing  orders  have  been  made  189 

Council  owned  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  30 

Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year : — 


Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing  defects  ....  126 


Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  46 

Dwellings  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preced- 
ing sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  80 


Proceedings  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 : — - 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were  made  13 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  accepted  Nil 

Dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  11 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ....  3 

Number  of  Council  owned  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  ....  2 

Number  of  dwellings  included  in  clearance  orders  or 

compulsory  purchase  orders  which  were  demolished  ....  81 

Clearance  Areas 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  one  clearance  order  and  one 
compulsory  purchase  order  involving  a total  of  28  dwellings.  The 
Council’s  decision  was  awaited  in  respect  of  a clearance  area  (Olive 


Lane). 

Title  Houses 

Foredraft  Street,  Cradley, 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  22 

New  John  Street,  Blackheath,  Clearance  Order  6 

28 


The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed  two 
compulsory  purchase  orders  and  one  clearance  order  involving  74 


dwellings.  These  were:  — 

Title  Houses 

Foxcote  Lane,  Cradley,  Clearance  Order  5 

Birmingham  Road,  Halesowen, 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  6 

Hill  Street/  New  Street,  Halesowen, 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  63 


Re-Housing 

During  the  year  the  Council  re-housed  the  following  families 
from  properties  subject  to  orders  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 : — 


From  individual  unfit  property 15 

From  dwellings  included  in  clearance  areas  90 
From  unfit  Council  owned  property 1 


Since  1955  the  Council  has  re-housed  a total  of  573  families  from 
unfit  property. 


Demolition  and  Closing  Orders 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  or  closing  orders 
were  made:  — 

Central  and  South  Wards 

2,  4 and  6,  Bromsgrove  Road. 

3,  Bromsgrove  Street. 

220,  232,  338,  340  and  342,  Hagley  Road. 

Mill  Cottage  and  Yew  Tree  Cottage,  Lutley  Lane. 

West  Ward 

5,  7 and  9,  Shelton  Lane. 

North  Ward 

Ivy  Cottage  and  Hollies  Cottage,  Mucklow  Hill. 


Certificates  of  Unfitness  Issued 

1 and  2,  Goss  Hall  Cottages,  Halesowen. 

29 


Houses  Demolished 


The  following  houses  were  demolished  as  a result  of  demolition, 
clearance  and  compulsory  purchase  orders:  — 

Central  and  South  Wards 

21,  Rumbow. 

24  and  26,  Cross  Street. 

92,  94,  96,  98,  116,  118,  120,  122,  124,  126,  128,  130,  132, 

134,  136,  148,  150,  152,  154,  156,  158,  160  and  180,  Hagley 

Road. 

11,  13,  15,  17,  47,  49,  51,  53,  55,  57,  59,  61,  63,  65,  67  and 

69,  New  Street. 

8,  10,  12  and  14,  Richmond  Street. 

North  and  East  Wards 

123  and  124,  Olive  Lane. 

West  Ward 

6,  8,  16  and  18,  Colley  Lane. 

15  and  17,  Park  Lane. 

20,  22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  50,  52  and  54,  New  Street. 

21,  23,  25  and  27,  New  Street. 

13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  23  and  25,  Butchers  Lane. 

64  and  66,  High  Street. 

109,  111,  113  and  115,  Two  Gates. 

48,  50,  52,  54,  56,  58,  60,  62,  64,  66  and  68,  Intended  Street. 

Improvement  Grants 

Sixty-three  applications  were  made  for  improvement  grants  and 
55  of  these  were  approved.  These  figures  compare  with  61  and  61 
respectively  for  the  previous  year.  There  are  several  hundred  houses 
in  the  Borough  without  bath,  hot  water  supply,  and  proper  food  store, 
and  until  the  Council  has  some  power  to  compel  the  improvement  of 
tenanted  property,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  done.  The  possibility  of  such 
power  being  given  was  foreshadowed  in  the  White  Paper  (Cmd.  2080), 
presented  to  Parliament  in  March. 


(a)  Standard  Grants 


Received 

Applications 
Approved  Refused 

Grants 

paid 

Amount 

paid 

Number  of  Houses 
Owner/ 
Tenanted  occupied 

1962 

53 

53 

Nil 

40 

£4,846 

9 

31 

1963 

54 

48 

Nil 

40 

£5,519 

9 

31 

30 


Amenities  provided : — 

Bath  36 

Wash  hand  basin  35 

Hot  water  supply  36 

Water  closet  37 

Food  store  34 


(b)  Discretionary  Grants 


Received 

Applications 
Approved  Refused 

Grants 

paid 

Amount 

paid 

Number  of  Houses 
Owner/ 
Tenanted  occupied 

1962 

8 

8 

Nil 

12 

£3,360 

Nil 

12 

1963 

9 

7 

2 

1 

£124 

Nil 

1 
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FOOD  MANUFACTURE,  PREPARATION  AND 

DISTRIBUTION 


The  two  most  important  matters  for  general  comment  were  that 
on  the  1st  October,  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  came  into 
operation  and  on  the  same  date  the  Borough  Council  became  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area — a function  previously  per- 
formed by  Worcestershire  County  Council. 

The  chief  purpose  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  is  to  ensure 
that  all  home  killed  meat  is  inspected  before  it  leaves  the  slaughter- 
house. So  far  as  Halesowen  is  concerned  this  has  been  carried  out 
since  the  restrictions  on  slaughtering  were  removed  after  the  war. 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Regulations  are : — 

(1)  statutory  responsibility  is  placed  on  local  authorities  to 
inspect  all  carcases  intended  for  human  consumption; 

(2)  a minimum  period  of  notice  of  slaughter  must  be  given; 

(3)  meat  must  not  be  removed  from  a slaughterhouse  until  it 
has  been  inspected; 

(4)  local  authorities  may  charge  for  the  meat  inspection  service 
and  a maximum  scale  of  charges  is  laid  down; 

(5)  the  method  of  inspection  is  provided  for  and  must  be  done, 
so  far  as  practicable,  at  the  time  of  slaughter; 

(6)  meat  passed  as  fit  must  be  marked  with  a stamp  identifying 
the  inspector. 

Meat  Inspection 

After  considering  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  the  Council 
decided  to  impose  the  maximum  charges,  namely  2/6d.  for  a bovine 
animal,  9d.  for  a calf  or  pig  and  6d.  for  a sheep  or  lamb,  although 
some  members  of  the  Council  felt  that  meat  inspection  should  be 
regarded  as  a public  health  service  in  the  same  way  as  the  inspection 
of  any  other  kind  of  food  and  not  subject  to  a special  charge. 

There  were  six  slaughterhouses  in  use  and  at  three  of  them  the 
slaughtering  was  restricted  to  sheep  and  pigs.  The  new  regulations 
have  meant  that  more  time  has  had  to  be  spent  on  the  work  of 
inspection  because  of  the  condition  that  it  be  carried  out  during  the 
time  the  animals  are  being  slaughtered. 

Nearly  all  the  animals  killed  are  sold  by  the  butchers  in  their 
retail  shops  and  the  meat  is  always  of  high  quality,  only  five  cows 
being  slaughtered  out  of  a total  of  579  cattle.  Compared  with  1962, 
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81  more  cattle  were  killed,  1,861  more  sheep  and  lambs,  and  358  more 
pigs.  The  causes  of  condemnation  of  meat  were : — 


Diseases  and  conditions  (other  than  tuberculosis  and  cysticer- 
cosis  bovis)  affecting  parts  or  organs  of  animals  inspected. 


Disease  or  Condition 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

T otal 

Abscess  .... 

26 

4 

2 

32 

Actinobacillosis 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Cirrhosis 

23 

— 

— 

23 

Cysticercus  ovis 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Fascioliasis  

15 

14 

— 

29 

Fatty  infiltration 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Flydronephrosis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Linguatula  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pericarditis 

2 

1 

9 

12 

Pleurisy 

3 

1 

9 

13 

Peritonitis 

1 

3 

3 

7 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Parasites,  unclassified  .... 

1 

2 

16 

19 

Telangiectasis  .... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

75 

32 

49 

156 
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Details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
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Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  9 cwts.  12  lbs. 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

The  pattern  of  food  sampling  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  is  to  take 
about  300  samples  each  year,  of  which  200  will  be  general  foodstuffs, 
30  drugs  and  70  milk.  This  scheme  has  been  suggested  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  Mr.  Love.  Discussions  have  been  held  with  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspectors  of  Stourbridge,  Oldbury  and  Kidderminster,  so 
that,  as  far  as  practicable,  unnecessary  duplication  of  sampling  will  be 
avoided. 

A total  of  123  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  to  the 
Analyst,  54  of  which  were  taken  before  1st  October.  After  that  date 
69  samples  were  taken,  of  which  three  were  formal  samples..  Foods 
which  received  adverse  comment  were  hamburgers  in  gravy,  ham  and 
chicken  roll,  and  pork  sausages,  all  of  which  fell  below  the  recom- 
mended meat  content. 


Food  Distribution 

Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  is  the  best  way  of,  ensuring 
that  they  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition,  but,  so  far  as  the  public 
health  is  concerned,  the  correct  technique  of  food  handling  is  probably 
of  even  greater  importance  than  perfect  premises.  With  the  rapid 
turnover  of  food  handling  staff  in  food  shops,  it  is  difficult  to  ensure 
that  all  those  engaged  understand  the  reason  for  good  practices — 
the  necessity  for  special  care  when  dealing  with  cooked  meats,  the 
importance  of  thorough  hand  washing  and  the  “ no-touch  ” technique. 
Unless  staff  realise  why  these  are  important  they  will  often  fail  to  carry 
them  out. 

The  housewife  is  becoming  more  food  hygiene  conscious  and 
those  firms  which  fail  to  take  account  of  this  are  likely  to  lose  the 
custom  of  the  thoughtful  food  shopper.  An  indication  of  this  trend 
is  shown  by  the  number  of  complaints  made  to  the  department.  These 
included : — 

(1)  loaf  of  bread  containing  foreign  matter, 

(2)  chocolates  infested  with  insects, 

(3)  milk  containing  foreign  matter, 

(4)  discoloured  chocolate  biscuits, 

(5)  stale  chocolate  roll, 

(6)  loaf  of  bread  containing  foreign  body, 

(7)  milk  contaminated  with  oil, 

(8)  bread  affected  with  brown  stain, 

(9)  custard  containing  egg  shell, 

(10)  cake  containing  the  seed  of  a Mediterranean  forage  plant, 

(11)  chocolate  rolls  affected  with  mould, 

(12)  loaf  of  bread  containing  foreign  matter. 
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The  department  welcomes  this  co-operation,  because  it  often 
helps  to  discover  weaknesses  in  control  and  enables  suggestions  to 
be  made  for  improvement.  Whether  or  not  to  take  legal  action  often 
poses  difficulties,  since  the  mechanisation  of  so  many  food  processes 
and  the  speed  at  which  these  are  performed  are  bound  to  result  from 
time  to  time  in  foreign  matter,  such  as  oil,  grease,  metal,  stains,  etc., 
appearing  in  food.  The  questions  which  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee ask  before  coming  to  a decision  include : — 

(a)  is  there  evidence  of  negligence? 

(b)  what  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  high  standards  of  food 
hygiene? 

(c)  what  health  hazard  is  involved? 

Food  Condemned 

The  amounts  of  food,  other  than  meat,  condemned  after  examina- 
tion were  as  follows : — 


meat  

134  cans 

fruit  

496  .. 

fish  

92  .. 

vegetables  

89  „ 

rice  pudding  

45  „ 

milk  

32  „ 

soup  

9 „ 

Canned  Ham 

Over  a period  of  a few  wreeks  in  September  and  October,  sixty- 
four  cans  of  Dutch  canned  ham,  each  weighing  about  12-15  lbs.,  had 
to  be  condemned  because  of  abnormal  smell  and  the  liquefaction  of 
fat.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  reported  that  the  meat  was  con- 
taminated with  a variety  of  spoilage  organisms,  including  staphylo- 
cocci aureus,  anaerobic  spore-bearing  bacilli  and  streptococcus 
viridans,  and  the  Director,  Dr.  R.  J.  Henderson,  recommended  that 
all  the  cans  should  be  withdrawal.  They  were  a batch  bought  by  one 
wholesaler.  The  ham  was  described  as  skinless  and  de-fatted  bone- 
less cooked  ham  with  natural  juices  and  gelatine  added.  The  facts 
were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  arranged  for  the 
importers  to  withdraw  all  the  batch  from  sale.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  reported  the  matter  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

In  February,  1964,  the  Public  Health  Advisory  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  wrote  to  say — 

(a)  the  consignment  was  manufactured  in  June,  1962; 
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(b)  the  cans  were  subsequently  stored  at  a temperature  nor 
exceeding  8°C. 

(c)  in  July  and  August,  1963,  they  were  examined  and  re- 
labelled by  the  Dutch  Veterinary  Service; 

(d)  samples  were  examined  by  the  Central  Institute  for  Food 
Research,  Utrecht,  and  pronounced  fit  and  the  hams  were 
then  exported  to  Great  Britain. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  protested  to  the 
Dutch  authorities  about  the  long  delay  between  manufacture  and 
export  and  asked  that  in  future  pasteurised  meat  products  should  not 
be  stored  prior  to  export,  as  such  products  should  be  consumed 
within  six  months  of  manufacture,  even  when  held  under  ideal  con- 
ditions. 


Milk  Distribution 

Ten  firms  retail  milk  in  the  Borough  and  two  others  supply  milk 
to  schools.  Two  of  the  firms  supply  a small  amount  of  farm  bottled 
raw  milk,  but  the  great  proportion  of  milk  sold  is  either  pasteurised 
or  sterilised. 


Ice  Cream 

A poor  summer  probably  had  an  effect  on  ice  cream  sales, 
although  during  the  spells  of  warmer  weather  there  were  several 
vehicles  selling  soft  ice  cream  from  the  specially  designed  freezers. 
Unless  this  apparatus  is  very  carefully  cleansed,  there  is  a risk  of 
bacteriological  contamination  of  the  product,  and  the  Public  Health 
Committee  invited  one  firm  to  demonstrate  the  method  of  cleaning 
and  sterilising  the  equipment.  17  samples  of  soft  ice  cream  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  gradings  were  as 
follows : — 


Group  1 .... 

10 

Group  3 

..  3 

Group  2 . . . 

2 

Group  4 

. 2 

(The  majority  of  samples  from 

any  one  producer  should  fall  into 

Groups  1 or  2.) 

greengrocers  

Types  of  Food  Premises 

43  school  kitchens  ... 

7 

cafes  

13 

factory  canteens  . 

30 

grocers  

119 

bakehouses  

3 

fish  shops  

15 

chemists  

13 

general  food  dealers 

15 

licensed  premises  . 

92 

confectioners 

35 

butchers 

34 

Total  number  of  food  premises  419. 
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Water  Sampling 

As  a result  of  a report  from  an  adjoining  authority  that  a 
group  of  boys  who  had  been  camping  in  a field  had  subsequently 
suffered  from  ‘ gastro-enteritis  ’ after  drinking  from  a spring,  samples 
were  taken  and  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The 
water  was  found  to  be  quite  unsuitable  for  drinking  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  a notice  to  be  posted  to  that  effect. 

A farmer  complained  of  the  premature  souring  of  his  milk 
supply  and  samples  of  the  water  used  on  the  farm  were  sent  for 
examination.  The  water  used  for  milk  cooling  was  heavily  contami- 
nated and  the  farmer’s  own  drinking  supply  from  a shallow  well  was 
also  unsatisfactory.  The  farm  has  since  been  provided  with  a mains 
supply. 


Air  Pollution 

The  work  of  developing  smoke  control  areas  in  the  Borough 
continued  unabated  throughout  the  year,  so  much  so  that  it  became 
necessary  for  an  inspector  to  devote  almost  the  whole  of  his  time  to 
inspection  and  advisory  work. 

The  Smoke  Control  Programme 

Premises  Dwellings  Acres 


Covered  by  orders  made  up  to  31st 


December,  1963  

3,509 

3,493 

409 

Estimated  additions  covered  by  orders  to 
be  made  during  1964  

1,537 

1,714 

584 

Estimated  additions  covered  by  orders  to 
be  made  during  1965  

2,037 

1,977 

671 

Estimated  additions  covered  by  orders  to 
be  made  during  1966  

2,133 

2,003 

448 

Final  objective  (the  total  number  it  is 
intended  ultimately  to  cover)  

15,650* 

15,150* 

5,247 

* These  figures  include  an  estimated  increase  of  approximately  500 
premises  in  the  total  number  within  the  Borough  by  1970. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  progress  achieved  by  December, 
1963:  — 


Order 

Lapal  No.  1 

Highfields  No.  1 

Howley  Grange  No.  1 

Central  No.  1 Grange  Crescent 
Central  No.  2 Woodman  Road 

Long  Innage,  Cradley  

Dencil  Close,  Cradley  

Holcroft  Road,  Cradley  

Central  No.  3 Town  Centre.... 

Bath  Meadow,  Cradley 

Furlong  Lane,  Cradley 

Central  No.  4 Cobham  Road 

Hawne  No.  1 

No.  14  Cradley  Fields  

No.  15  Hope  Street 

No.  16  Cocksheds  Farm  

No.  17  Spring  Street  

No.  18  Hayley  Green  

No.  19  Colley  Gate  

No.  20  Colley  Gate  

No.  21  Hasbury  

No.  22  

No.  23  Lapal  


berative  Date 

Houses 

Acreage 

Nov.,  1961 

489 

82 

Oct.,  1961 

93 

3 

Jan.,  1962 

375 

37 

Nov.,  1962 

57 

5 

Nov.,  1962 

57 

2 

Nov.,  1962 

50 

5 

Nov.,  1962 

54 

4 

Nov.,  1962 

24 

3 

Dec.,  1962 

339 

19 

Nov.,  1962 

70 

4 

Nov.,  1962 

30 

2 

Apr.,  1963 

31 

2 

Apr.,  1963 

8 

1 

July,  1963 

22 

3 

May,  1963 

65 

5 

May,  1963 

20 

2 

Sept.,  1963 

6 

5 

Nov.,  1963 

1,047 

520 

Nov.,  1963 

36 

3 

July,  1964 

35 

3 

June,  1964 

51 

301 

July,  1965 

1,135 

322 

Nov.,  1964 

554 

87 

Fuel  and  Fuel  Supplies 

In  my  last  report  I referred  to  some  factors  which  affect  the 
supply  and  distribution  of  smokeless  fuel,  and  these  included  the 
problem  of  regular  retail  delivery  and  the  continued  availability  of 
gas  coke.  It  was  suggested  that  the  whole  problem  needed  re-appraisal. 

In  February,  a meeting  of  local  fuel  distributors  was  held,  and 
the  following  points  emerged:  — 

(a)  some  coke  supplies  were  not  of  the  best  quality; 

(b)  many  households  had  insufficient  space  to  stock-pile  in 
summer; 
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(c)  merchants  were  concerned  at  the  closing  of  so  many  gas 
works;  this  meant  that  greater  distances  had  to  be  traversed 
to  get  coke; 

(d)  they  were  concerned  at  the  closing  of  railway  stations  which 
would  affect  stocking  facilities  for  local  merchants; 

(e)  there  is  a hard  core  of  consumer  resistance  to  the  use  of 
gas  coke; 

The  report  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Ministry  of  Power  in 
December,  1963,  reinforced  the  growing  feeling  that  within  a few 
years’  time  there  would  be  an  overall  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuel. 
In  view  of  the  rapid  development  of  the  use  of  gas  and  the  possibility 
of  a wider  range  of  appliances  ranking  for  grant  in  smoke  control 
areas,  it  was  not  thought  that  the  Council’s  smoke  control  programme 
would  need  any  amendment. 


Industrial  Pollution 

The  impression  reported  by  the  District  Inspectors  is  that  the 
emission  of  dark  smoke  from  industrial  plant  is  rare,  but  that,  so  far 
as  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust  and  fume  is  concerned,  there  is 
still  a great  deal  to  be  done.  The  iron  foundry,  of  which  there  are 
18  in  the  Borough,  is  the  chief  culprit.  The  emission  of  smoke,  fume 
and  grit  from  the  cupola  furnace  is  a source  of  great  annoyance  to 
householders  living  in  the  locality.  Iron-founders  must  soon  face  this 
problem  and  be  prepared  to  equip  their  furnaces  with  efficient  gas- 
cleaning  equipment. 

Far  more  time  will  need  to  be  spent  in  detailed  inspection  of 
industrial  premises  to  see  that  the  various  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  are  complied  with.  Although  in  many  cases  plant  of  varying 
degrees  of  efficiency  has  been  installed  to  suppress  or  collect  dust 
and  grit,  industrialists  need  to  be  reminded  that  not  only  have  prac- 
ticable means  to  be  used  for  minimising  the  emission  of  grit  and 
dust,  but  that  ‘ minimise  ’ means  to  reduce  to  the  minimum  and  that 
‘ practicable  means  ’ includes  not  only  the  provision  of  plant,  but  its 
maintenance  and  proper  use. 

Householders  whose  homes  are  brought  into  smoke  control  areas 
are  rightly  impatient  when  they  find  that  pollutants  are  regularly 
emitted  from  industrial  concerns. 

IRON  FOUNDRIES 

Last  year,  I wrote  at  length  about  the  foundry  problem.  The 
following  recommendations  are  the  outcome  of  discussions  between 
the  Council  of  Ironfoundry  Associations  and  the  Midlands  Joint 
Advisory  Clean  Air  Council. 
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Practicable  Means  for  Suppressing  Grit  and  Dust  from 

Cold  Blast  Cupolas 

1.  Cupolas  worked  up  to  250  hours  per  annum — dry 
arrester. 

2.  Cupolas  worked  between  251  and  750  hours  per  annum. 

Wet  or  dry  arrester,  subject  to  site  conditions  and  local 
circumstances. 

All  new  dry  arresters  must  be  capable  of  easy  conver- 
sion to  wet  arresters. 

3.  Cupolas  worked  for  751  hours  or  more  per  annum — 

Wet  arrester  (except  where  water  supplies  are  not  avail- 
able). 

In  a comparatively  small  number  of  instances,  particu- 
larly where  dirty  scrap  is  melted,  although  there  is  a 
diminution  of  grit  and  dust  brought  about  by  the  fitting  of 
a wet  arrester,  there  may  still  be  an  emission  of  smoke. 

Whilst  there  will  be  a reduction  in  the  emission  of  grit 
and  dust  by  the  use  of  wet  arresters,  it  is  pointed  out  that 
this  is  only  a guide  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Section  5 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  question  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  recommendations  in  a particular  instance  is  a 
matter  for  the  decision  of  the  Local  Authority  on  the 
advice  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Although,  as  is  mentioned  above,  the  wet  type  of 
arrester  offers  a considerable  improvement  over  the  dry 
type  of  arrester  with  a baffle,  it  is  not  intended  that  the 
wet  arrester  shall  preclude  any  installations  which  may  be 
developed  in  the  future,  having  regard  to  the  definition  of 
“ practicable  ” used  in  Section  5 of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956,  and  defined  in  Section  34  (1)  as  “ means  reasonably 
practicable  having  regard,  amongst  other  things,  to  local 
conditions  and  circumstances,  to  the  financial  implications 
and  to  the  current  state  of  technical  knowledge,  and  “ prac- 
ticable means  ” includes  the  provision  and  maintenance  of 
plant  and  the  proper  use  thereof. 

Because  the  problem  of  the  iron  foundry  is  complex  and  not 
confined  solely  to  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust,  the  Borough  Council 
decided  to  recommend  the  Standing  Conference  of  Co-operating 
Bodies  for  the  Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  to  ask  the 
Warren  Spring  Laboratory  to  consider  setting  up  a Working  Party  to 
investigate  the  whole  problem  of  emission  of  pollutants  from  iron 
foundries  and  to  make  recommendations.  The  argument  was  made 
that  operations  in  iron  foundries  often  give  rise  to  the  emission  of 
dust,  grit,  fume  and  smoke,  and  that  much  of  the  pollution  is  emitted 
to  the  atmosphere  without  any  attempt  at  control  or  destruction.  Some 
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of  the  fumes,  e.g.,  those  given  off  by  core  baking,  are  unpleasant 
and  lachrymatory.  The  combined  effect  is  that  the  operation  of  an 
iron  foundry,  especially  where  houses  are  close  to  the  foundry  build- 
ing, may  give  rise  to  considerable  dissatisfaction  and  complaint.  It 
was  suggested  that  there  is  need  to  examine  the  general  problem  posed 
by  the  operation  of  iron  foundries — 

(a)  to  find  methods,  or  suggest  materials,  the  use  of  which 
does  not  give  rise  to  unpleasant  smoke  or  fumes  from  certain 
processes; 

(b)  where  this  is  not  possible,  to  find  out  whether  such  fumes 
can  be  made  innocuous; 

(c)  to  review  the  type  of  equipment  used  to  clean  the  air  after 
it  has  been  used  for  local  exhaust  ventilation  at  dust  or  fume- 
producing  point; 

(d)  to  examine  the  operation  and  construction  of  the  furnaces 
used,  in  particular  the  cupola  furnace,  so  that  advice  can  be 
given  on  the  best  method  of  dust,  grit,  fume  and  smoke 
prevention  or  suppression. 

Specific  complaints  were  emission  of  grit  from  one  foundry  and 
the  emission  of  smoke  from  the  cupolas  at  three  other  foundries.  At 
one  of  the  works,  the  smoke,  which  seriously  upset  children  working 
at  nearby  schools,  was  due  to  a combination  of  factors,  including  the 
use  of  scrap  which  had  an  unusually  high  proportion  of  dirty  material, 
and  some  carelessness  in  charging  the  cupola.  At  this  particular 
foundry,  discussions  are  taking  place  with  the  management  to  see 
whether  it  is  possible  to  contain  most  of  the  grit  and  dust,  and  to 
emit  those  pollutants  which  cannot  be  contained  at  a relatively  high 
level. 


Height  of  Chimneys 

The  Working  Party  on  the  Dispersal  of  Chimney  Gases  set  up 
by  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  of  which 
your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  was  a member,  concluded  its  work 
and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued  the 
Memorandum  on  Chimney  Heights,  which  contained  advice  to  local 
authorities. 


Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

Two  stations  using  combined  smoke  filter-volumetric  sulphur 
dioxide  apparatus  measuring  the  sulphur  dioxide  and  suspended 
matter  in  the  air  have  been  set  up.  They  are  No.  6,  situated  at  the 
Public  Health  Department,  Council  House,  Halesowen,  and  No.  7, 
the  Public  Library,  Long  Lane,  Hill  and  Cakemore. 
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The  average  daily  results  are  given  below: 
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tion  of  which  derives  from  the  domestic  fire.  This  is 
following  graphs. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Several  complaints  were  investigated,  and  these  included : — 

(1)  noise  caused  by  people  leaving  a bowling  alley  late  at 
night; 

(2)  noise  from  the  activities  of  an  all-night  petrol  service 
station; 

(3)  clay  pigeon  shooting  on  Sunday  mornings; 

(4)  noise  from  plant  delivering  sand  at  a foundry  early  in  the 
morning; 

(5)  noise  caused  by  the  delivery  of  milk  in  crates  at  a dairy; 

(6)  late  night  working  at  local  factories. 

In  some  cases,  improvement  was  obtained  by  securing  the  co- 
operation of  those  having  some  responsibility,  e.g.,  the  managements 
of  the  bowling  alley,  the  petrol  service  station,  and  the  foundry.  At 
the  foundry,  the  delivery  vehicle  was  fitted  with  a silencer  and  loads 
of  sand  were  only  taken  during  certain  hours  of  the  day. 

The  investigation  of  complaints  of  noise  takes  a great  deal  of 
time.  The  amount  of  noise  which  goes  unnoticed  during  the  day 
may  become  a source  of  annoyance  to  the  local  residents  if  it  is 
continued  throughout  the  night  when  the  general  background  level 
of  noise  is  lowered.  Much  of  the  trouble  stems  from  bad  planning 
in  the  past  and  building  of  houses  and  factories  without  regard  to 
amenity. 

More  research  is  needed  to  supply  answers  to  some  of  the  prob- 
lems, and  the  question  of  noise  is  taken  into  account  when  plans 
are  submitted  for  new  factories  or  for  extensions  to  existing  factories. 

Where  it  is  proposed  to  work  machines  at  night,  care  should  be 
taken  to  see  that  the  machines  are  thoroughly  overhauled  and  that 
the  workers  are  made  aware  of  the  need  to  avoid  making  excessive 
noise.  For  the  future,  managements  can  help,  when  buying  and  in- 
stalling new  machinery,  by  insisting  on  noise  emission  being  con- 
sidered at  design  stage  rather  than  have  to  spend  large  sums  of 
money  to  silence  machinery  after  its  installation. 

Interest  in  the  problem  of  noise  is  a symptom  of  the  changing 
social  conscience.  Although  industry  is  probably  no  noisier  now  than 
years  ago,  people  have  become  more  noise  conscious,  partly  because 
of  the  additional  noise  sources  which  add  their  quota  of  irritation, 
including  radio,  television,  vacuum  cleaners,  washing  machines  and, 
not  least,  the  rapidly  increasing  amount  of  motor  traffic. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage,  but  street  cleansing,  gulley  empty- 
ing, snow  removal,  and  the  management  of  public  conveniences  is 
carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Refuse  Collection 

Five  teams  have  been  employed  throughout  the  year  on  the 
collection  of  refuse,  and  approximately  16,000  dustbins  are  emptied 
each  week  from  domestic  and  business  premises.  A team  consists  of 
a driver-loader  and  four  loaders,  all  of  whom  share  an  incentive  bonus 
scheme  based  on  the  number  of  bins  emptied  per  man  per  day.  To 
speed  collection  and  lighten  the  work,  each  team  is  equipped  with 
bin  trollies.  Where  practicable,  the  vehicles  tow  trailers  for  the  collec- 
tion of  bulky  articles  and  salvage. 

Delivery  was  made  in  January,  1963,  of  a bulk  loader  refuse 
vehicle,  and  since  then  weekly  collections  have  been  made  from  multi- 
storey council-owned  flats.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  bulk  containers 
were  being  emptied  from  sixteen  blocks  of  dwellings. 

With  full  employment,  it  becomes  extremely  difficult  to  recruit 
labour  for  refuse  collection,  and  from  time  to  time  during  the  year 
it  was  not  possible  to  maintain  a weekly  collection,  as  had  been  hoped. 
As  an  aid  to  recruitment,  all  workmen  are  provided  with  protective 
clothing,  including  duffle  coats,  overalls  and  gloves,  and  the  Council 
takes  great  care  to  ensure  that  the  men  enjoy  the  best  possible  working 
conditions  for  what  is  not  a particularly  attractive  job. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  tip  at  Mucklow  Hill,  Halesowen, 
and  the  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  averages 
14,000  tons  per  annum.  The  refuse,  after  being  tipped,  is  covered 
immediately  by  waste  foundry  sand,  road  sweepings  and  similar 
materials,  and  is  then  consolidated  by  the  use  of  a tracked  angledozer. 

In  connection  with  the  review  of  the  County  Development  Plan 
it  has  been  necessary  to  consider,  on  a fairly  long-term  basis,  the 
problem  of  a site  or  sites  for  the  tipping  of  household  refuse.  The 
present  tip  off  Mucklow  Hill  will  only  last  for  a few  years  longer.  It 
is  not  possible  to  decide  within  close  limits  how  long  its  life  will  be 
until  the  future  of  the  site  has  been  determined.  Tentative  discus- 
sions have  been  held  with  the  Borough  Surveyor  on  this  matter,  but 
it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  reach  a final  decision. 

Adjoining  the  present  tip,  there  is  a substantial  area  of  land 
bounded  by  the  canal,  the  Council  development  at  Hillwood  Road 
and  Barnfield  Road,  land  at  the  rear  of  Greenhill  Road  and  Greenhill 
Farm  and  Mucklow  Hill. 

Much  of  the  area  would  prove  difficult  to  develop  because  of 
the  levels,  but  it  could  be  reclaimed,  and  utilised,  for  example,  for 
recreational  purposes.  This  suggestion  was  discussed  some  time  ago 
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at  a meeting  which  the  Public  Health  Committee  held  on  the  site 
of  the  present  tip. 

Observations  over  the  last  few  years  suggest  that  the  character 
of  refuse  is  changing  and  becoming  more  bulky.  It  is  thought  that 
this  trend  is  likely  to  continue,  especially  as,  with  the  development  of 
the  smoke  control  programme  and  the  substitution  of  solid  fuel 
appliances  by  gas  and  electric  appliances  in  many  houses,  less  refuse 
will  be  burnt  in  the  home.  I am  at  present  evaluating  the  various 
factors  which  need  to  be  taken  into  account  and  am  making  tentative 
enquiries  about  the  possibility  of  installing  a salvage  and  incinera- 
tion plant,  possibly  within  the  next  five  or  seven  years.  In  view  of 
the  increasing  scarcity  of  land,  it  may  well  be  that  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  consider  such  a project  at  a relatively  early  date  rather  than 
wait  until  tipping  space  becomes  a matter  of  urgency. 

Salvage 

Waste  paper  remains  the  only  commodity  which  can  be  salvaged 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  bring  in  an  appreciable  income,  and  with 
rising  costs,  local  authorities  now  find  the  collection  of  other  types  of 
salvage  uneconomical. 

Dustbins 

The  Council  has  continued  the  scheme,  under  Section  75  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  supply  British  Standard  dustbins  of 
2\  cu.  ft.  capacity  to  private  households  at  a charge  of  6s.  Od.  per 
annum,  the  bin  remaining  the  property  of  the  Council  and  being 
replaced  when  worn  out.  Since  1950,  when  the  scheme  started,  the 
number  of  dwellings  supplied  with  a dustbin  is  4,376  which,  when 
added  to  the  number  of  similar  bins  supplied  by  the  Council  to 
Council-owned  dwellings,  means  that  more  than  half  the  dwellings 
in  the  Borough  have  Council-owned  dustbins. 

The  replacement  rate  has  greatly  increased  due  to  bins  supplied 
in  the  period  1950-56  now  becoming  worn  out,  and  now  represents 
35%  of  the  dustbins  issued.  The  life  of  dustbins  of  similar  manufac- 
ture often  provides  quite  an  amazing  contrast.  At  certain  dwellings, 
a bin  supplied  in  1951  is  still  in  a reasonable  condition,  whilst  at 
other  dwellings  a claim  for  a replacement  bin  after  only  three  to  four 
years’  use,  may  be  received. 

VEHICLE  REPAIRS  AND  MAINTENANCE 

Mr.  A.  Floud,  Motor  Engineer,  who  had  been  ill  for  some  time, 
had  to  retire  in  August.  Mr.  Floud  had  rendered  valuable  service  to 
the  Council  over  a period  of  twenty-three  years.  He  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  G.  Dunn. 

The  department  carries  out  all  types  of  repair  work,  including 
maior  overhauls  to  vehicles  and  other  mechanical  equipment 
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At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  following  vehicles  were  being  repaired 
and  serviced:  — 


Public  Health  Department 

8 refuse  freighters 
2 trucks 
2 vans 
2 tractors 
1 official  car 


Highways  Department 

3 trucks 

1 van 

2 roadsweepers 

1 gulley  emptier 
1 road  roller 
1 vibrator  roller 
1 compressor 


Housing  Repairs  Department 
3 vans 
1 truck 


Parks  Department 

1 van 

2 tractors 

2 autoscythes 


A large  number  of  items  of  equipment,  including  motor  mowers, 
and  hand  mowers  are  regularly  serviced  and  repaired. 


VEHICLE  TESTING 


The  Council  provides  arrangements  for  the  testing  of  vehicles  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Transport’s  vehicle  testing  scheme. 
During  the  year,  247  vehicles  were  examined,  of  which  208  passed 
the  test.  The  main  defects  found  in  the  39  vehicles  which  failed  the 
test  were  defective  brakes  (14),  defective  steering  (30)  and  defective 
lighting  (12). 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN 
Cost  Statement  1963-1964 
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Net  cost  per  1,000  population  594  95  689 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises  1,703  273  1,976 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  (including  salvage)  for  each  house,  per  week,  lOd. 
Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  (including  salvage)  for  each  resident,  per  week,  3-2d. 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 
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PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


In  July,  1963,  a swimming  pool  was  opened  in  the  Borough. 
The  pool  is  situated  in  Great  Cornbow  on  a 2 acre  site  and  is  of 
Amateur  Swimming  Association  Competition  size,  110  feet  long  and 
42  feet  wide,  varying  in  depth  from  3 feet  to  11  feet  6 inches,  and 
containing  183,000  gallons  of  water. 

The  water  supply  is  taken  from  the  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Works  mains  and  the  filtration  is  by  four  8ft.  diameter  high  pressure 
filters  with  anthracite  filter  media,  giving  a maximum  turnover  of 
three  complete  changes  per  hour.  Heating  is  by  means  of  a wet-back 
tubular  boiler  fitted  with  automatic  oil  burners.  A complete  water 
change  is  made  every  12  months. 

Tintometer  tests  for  chlorine  and  pH  value  are  carried  out  on  an 
average  four  times  per  day  and  the  Public  Health  Department 
periodically  submits  samples  for  full  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examinations.  During  1963,  fourteen  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  seven  for  chemical  analysis.  The 
samples  were  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  that  on  one  occasion 
the  analyst  drew  attention  to  the  low  pH  value  and  in  one  sample 
the  ammoniacal  and  albuminoid  nitrogen  were  high. 

During  the  period  July  to  December,  116,106  people  used  the 

pool. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 


LICENSING  ACT,  1961 

Occasional  visits  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
Licensing  Act,  1961,  to  see  that  where  licence  applications  were 
received  sanitary  conveniences  at  clubs  were  adequate,  and  provided 
with  wash  basin,  hot  and  cold  water,  soap,  nail  brushes  and  towels. 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  98  premises  storing  petroleum 
spirit;  31  of  these  relating  to  premises  where  petrol  is  offered  for 
sale.  Nineteen  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  premises  storing 
petroleum  mixtures,  used  in  connection  with  industrial  premises. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Four  licences  were  issued  for  the  keeping  of  pet  shops. 


PESTS  ACT,  1949— RODENT  CONTROL 

Treatments  were  carried  out  at  173  dwelling-houses  and  47 
business  premises.  In  each  case  the  treatment  was  for  a minor  in- 
festation. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

107  visits  were  paid  to  factories  in  connection  with  matters 
under  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 of  the  Act. 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Reference 
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RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Drainage,  public  sewers  

16 

Drains 

....  208 

Sanitary  accommodation 

5 

Nuisances  (Section  93) 

Premises 

....  772 

Keeping  of  animals 

12 

Dust  or  effluvia  

21 

Noise  abatement  

6 

Infectious  diseases 

....  266 

Food  poisoning 

33 

Offensive  trades  

5 

Pigstyes  .... 

2 

Verminous  premises 

Council  houses 

21 

Public  Cleansing 

Dustbins  — ....  ....  — 

68 

Trade  refuse  

8 

Tips 

73 

Accumulations  .... 

46 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

26 

Overcrowding 

2 

Individual  unfit  

....  158 

Slum  clearance 

....  178 

*Housing  survey 

....  13,848 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959 

Improvement  grant  applications  

....  568 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Nuisances  

26 

Observations 

16 

Visits  to  plant  .... 

12 

Smoke  control  areas 

....  3,306 

Atmospheric  pollution  measurement  .... 

....  605 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
ACT,  1960  
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11 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936  .... 


112 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949  ....  38 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959 

With  power  ....  104 

Without  power  3 

Outworkers  5 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Butchers’  shops  81 

Bakehouses  10 

Cafes,  canteens,  etc 86 

Fishmongers,  poulterers  10 

Fried  fish  shops  35 

Food  preparing  premises  5 

Greengrocers,  fruiterers  87 

Grocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  200 

Ice  cream  premises  7 

Markets 7 

Slaughterhouses  846 

Other  food  premises  29 

Licensed  premises  96 

School  canteens  39 

Street  vendors  5 


*LAND  CHARGES 
MISCELLANEOUS 


964 

12 


* These  figures  include  the  number  of  dwellings  involved. 
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